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A 

BILL 

TO 

Amend the Law relating to Canals and Navigable Rivers 
in Ireland. 

W HEREAS there are in various parts of Ireland canals and 
navigable rivers having harbours or basins in various Irish 
towns : 

And whereas complaint has been made that no powers exist for 
5 the proper protection of dangerous places existing on these canals 
and navigable rivers : 

And whereas it is essential, for the prevention of accidents and 
saving of human life, that powers should be given to enable local 
authorities either to enclose such dangerous places or compel the 
10 owners or trustees of such canals and navigable rivers to enclose 
them : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
15 and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

1. Where in the opinion of any local authority any part of a 
canal or navigable river within the jurisdiction of the local authority 
or the harbour or basin thereof shall be so insufficiently protected 
at any place as to involve danger to human life, such local authority 
20 may, by notice in writing, require such company or trustees to erect 
and maintain such fences, gates, or rails on any bank, landing- 
place, or other adjacent proj)erty of the canal company as may be 
required to obviate such danger. 

2 . At any time within one month from the service of such notice 
25 the canal company or other trustees may apply to the petty sessions 
court of the district to determine whether such works are necessary 
or not. 

3 . If the canal company or other trustees refuse to comply 
with the requisition of any notice under this Act, or fail for one 
30 month from the service thereof to comply therewith, or to apply to a 
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A.D. 1897. petty sessions court in the manner herein provided, and if the 
— * petty sessions court is satisfied after duo inquiry that any such 
danger exists, and that the canal company or other trustees 
have refused to comply with the requisition in the notice, they 
shall limit by order a time for compliance therewith. If 6 
such notice be not complied with by the said canal company or 
trustees within the time so limited tho loeal authorities may execute 
the worlts nocossary for compliance with such notice, and may 
proceed to recover the costs thereof and the expenses connected 
therewith in tho manner provided by tho Summary Jurisdiction 10 
Acts. 

4. This Act shall only apply to Ireland. 

B. In this Act— 

“ Canal company ” means any company, person or persons 
owning or in possession of any canal or part thereof. IB 
“ Trustees ” means the board or other authority having juris- 
diction and control ovor the navigation of any river in 
Ireland. 

“ Local authority ” moans tho town commissioners of any 
township incorporated undor tho Towns Improvement 20 
(Ireland) Act, 1854, or any other Acts amending the 
same ; the urban or sanitary authorities of any township 
or other portion of a poor law union ; or the grand jury of 
any county in Ireland. 

6. This Act may be cited as the Canal and Navigable Rivers 25 
(Ireland) Act, 1897. 

tivTot'Act come into operation on the first day of 

c ■ January one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight. 
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BILL 

To amend the Law relating to Canals 
and Navigable Rivers in Ireland. 



{Prepared and brought in by 
Mr. J. P. Farrell, Mr. MarMeete, 
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